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Southern Charm in South Carolina 

H
ow about a delightful AAA Four Diamond B&B in 
the foothills of the celebrated Blue Ridge Mountains 
for your romantic retreat? The Red Horse Inn, some 
28 miles from Greenville, is one of the top 25 “Best 
Undiscovered Incredible Romantic Inns”, according 

to Bedandbreakfast.com and recipient of a “Top 10 Romantic Inns” 
award from American Historic Inns and iLoveInns.com. 

The six exquisitely-furnished guest rooms feature fireplaces, 
whirlpools, Wi-Fi and views while six luxurious cottages incorporate 
a kitchen, bedroom, bath and living room with fireplace, plus 
whirlpools or private outdoor hot tubs. All have TV, DVD players 
and a host of other amenities. A vine-draped arbor patio and courtyard 
garden with pond complete the setting.  

Minutes away is the charming town of Landrum, with its 
delightful antique stores, gift shops and nice selection of dining 
options. Local attractions include two championship golf courses and 
nine state parks. Here you’ll find some of the region’s best hiking, 
fishing, and dozens of magnificent waterfalls and historic bridges for 
which the area is known. 

Also nearby is Spartanburg. Born during the Revolutionary 
War, you can experience its rich history in museums and battlefield 
tours. The charming town of Asheville, NC, about 45 miles north, 
attracted many notables in the 1920s including F. Scott Fitzgerald, 
Thomas Edison and Henry Ford. The famed 250-room Biltmore 
House and Thomas Wolfe Memorial, boyhood home of the acclaimed 
author, are among its many interesting sites.    

While The Red Horse does not include a restaurant, the 
inn keepers do provide custom dining experiences ranging from an 
inn-made pizza to a gourmet spread served in your cottage. Also 
offered is a romantic package that provides a dozen roses, chilled 
champagne, strawberries and dipping chocolate which can be added 
to any booking. Other packages add a four-course dinner with wine 
for two, prepared in the main inn and served by candlelight in the 
privacy of your cottage.

Self-guided excursions include "Covered Bridges and 
Waterfalls" featuring visits to three centuries of bridges, a superb 
waterfall and antiquing. It comes with over $50 in coupons for antique 
stores, gift shops, restaurants, and the inn’s wine and cheese basket 
and spa services.  Additional itineraries are offered to waterfalls, 
wineries, potters, and more. Visit www.theredhorseinn.com or call 
864-895-4968.

Amor in the Caribbean 

S
t. Barts, named by Columbus in 1493 for his brother 
Bartolomeo, was originally settled by French colonists. 
Following its volatile path to self-determination, the 
eight-square-mile isle evolved into a seductive getaway 
with an eclectic lifestyle. Known for its beauty, vibrancy 

and respect for privacy, St. Barts has long attracted the yacht crowd, 
celebs and other notables.  

Gustavia, picturesque duty-free capital city surrounding the 
main harbor, is filled with fabulous shops, designer boutiques and 

Views of the historic Blue Ridge Mountains 
from the Inn are breathtaking.

Bedroom in The Red Horse Inn’s 
Springhouse Cottage offers plush amenities.

jewelry stores. Some 80 dining spots offer everything from a quick 
snack to gourmet French, and people-watching from the terraces of 
waterfront cafés is a relaxing way to immerse yourselves in island 
ambiance. 

Top accommodation choices include Hôtel Le Toiny, a 
favorite Caribbean hideaway for the discerning since 1992, set on 
38-acres overlooking the Bay of Toiny.  Done in French colonial 
style, 15 pastel-colored hillside villas, each surrounded by tropical 
vegetation, has its own gated entrance and red mailbox flag serving 
as a “Do Not Disturb” sign.  All offer breathtaking sea views, a large 
terrace, private heated swimming pool and kitchenette.  

If you and your Valentine are into fitness, the hotel’s new 
gym is fully equipped. You can also indulge in the Spa Cottage which 
offers everything from full body massages with hot shells to hand 
massages, using custom blends of exotic oils, island fragrances and 
extracts. Optional activities arranged by the hotel include surfing, 

diving, snorkeling, kite and windsurfing, sailing, fishing and tennis.  
The resort is also home to the island’s popular Restaurant Le Gaïac, 
known for its innovative French cuisine with a Creole accent and 
sweeping views of the Caribbean.  

Hôtel Le Toiny's Romance Package includes six nights in a 
one-bedroom villa suite, private sunset yacht tour with champagne, 
gourmet picnic with wine, 60-minute couples massage and a three-
course candlelit dinner at Restaurant Le Gaïac. Also included are 
daily full American breakfasts, flowers and a bottle of bubbly upon 
arrival, round trip airport transfers, and a convertible Mini-Cooper 
rental car, allowing you to explore the island at leisure. 

Recommended by Andrew Harper’s Hideaway Report and 
repeatedly voted to Condé Nast Traveler’s Gold List, Hôtel Le Toiny 
is also affiliated with Relais & Château, Virtuoso Hotels & Resorts 
and American Express Fine Hotels & Resorts. Visit www.letoiny.
com.

Boutique Hideaway in Cancun

W
hen you think of Cancun, mega-resorts generally 
come to mind. If you like the destination but prefer 
something more intimate, check out Esencia, a 
charming oceanfront  boutique hotel with only 29 
rooms. Originally the home of an Italian duchess 

who still visits upon occasion, it offers all the personalized service 
and amenities of a world-class resort with the privacy, luxury and 
personal touches expected in a residence. 

Pool suite at Hôtel Le Toiny features every amenity.

All villas at the resort offer simple, yet 
elegant furnishings, privacy and views.
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